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1. Training Fields and Locations 

Official training will be at the KMCW airfield from August 18, 2026, through midday August 
23, 2026. The scheduling process for Official Training will be arranged by the Organizer 
with Team Managers before the Official Training period. 

KMCW will not be available for aerobatic training the week before official training. The 
airport will be open for takeoff and landings for test flights and nearby practice flights. 
KMCW is within Class E-to-surface airspace, and no aerobatics may be performed within 
the KMCW Class E airspace other than as specified in the contest and practice waivers. 
Under the US federal aviation regulations, aerobatics may be performed above 1,500 AGL 
under certain circumstances; most importantly, not overpopulated areas and not within 4 
miles of an airway. There are numerous areas nearby KMCW which meet these criteria, 
which may be useful for initial post-assembly aerobatic test flights or leased aircraft 
familiarization flights. US pilots will be happy to provide suggestions as to those locations. 

To facilitate competitor aerobatic practice prior to Official Practice, aerobatic practice area 
waivers have been obtained to permit formal low-level aerobatic training at four airports 
near KMCW beginning August 1, 2026. Airport officials at these airports have approved 
aerobatic operations. Operational procedures for each airport will be provided to pilots 
and teams wishing to train at these airfields. These procedures must be followed. Teams 
wishing to practice at these airfields should contact the Contest Director. 
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1.1 Algona - KAXA 
 
This site will primarily be used by the Spanish and Portuguese teams August 2-17, but 
others may be able to use it in coordination. 
 

Owner:  CITY OF ALGONA 
112 WEST CALL 
ALGONA, IA 50511 
Phone 515-295-2411 

Manager:  JIM KOHLHAAS 
2907 HWY 18 W 
ALGONA, IA 50511 
Phone 515-295-7492 

 

 
 

 



 5 

1.2 Pocohontas - KPOH 
 

Owner:  CITY OF POCAHONTAS 
CITY HALL 23 WEST ELM 
POCAHONTAS, IA 50574 
Phone 712-335-4841 

Manager:  DENNIS DAHL 
212 SOUTH MAIN 
POCAHONTAS, IA 50574 
Phone 712-335-4236 
OFFICE NUMBER 712-335-4382 
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1.3 Iowa Falls - KIFA 
 
This site will be used primarily by the French team from August 11-17. Because of the size 
of the French team, it will be difficult for others to use this site; however, others may be 
able to use it in coordination. 
 
 

Owner:  CITY OF IOWA FALLS 
PO BOX 698 
IOWA FALLS, IA 50126 
Phone 641-648-2527 

Manager:  RENA HEEM 
16041 HWY 65 
IOWA FALLS, IA 50126-8443 
Phone 515-290-5450 
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1.4 Hampton - KHPT 
 
This site will be used primarily by the USA team from August 11-17. Because of the size of 
the USA team, it will be difficult for others to use this site; however, others may be able to 
use it in coordination. 
 

Owner:  CITY OF HAMPTON 
122 1ST AVE. NW 
HAMPTON, IA 50441 
Phone 641-456-4853 

Manager:  JAY SCHUMANN 
1274 B OLIVE AVE 
HAMPTON, IA 50441 
Phone 641-456-4102 
SCHUMANN AVIATION 
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1.5 Team assignments and operating procedures 

Assignments to the training airfields will be made by the Contest Organizer, and teams may 
be rotated amongst the training airfields if requested. Teams and pilots requesting training 
access to training airfields should contact the Contest Director as soon as possible with the 
dates and times requested for unofficial training. 

Preliminary assignments are: 

- KAXA - Spain/Portugal 
- KIFA - France 
- KHPT - USA, Guatemala 
- KPOH - Canada, Brazil, Romania 

Although the training airfields have light traffic, the airfields will remain open to other 
traffic during training hours. The airfields are uncontrolled and aerobatic activities do not 
have priority over other traffic. Care must be taken to ensure ground observers are 
available to watch for and communicate on CTAF with other non-aerobatic traffic. 
Aerobatic activities must be paused temporarily if necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic. 
 
Pilots and teams may wish to return to KMCW at the end of each day for convenient 
aircraft hangaring and hotels. However, those who prefer to stay in the offsite locations 
should contact the Contest Director for hangar possibilities at those locations. 
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2. Rental Cars 
 
Discounted car rentals may be arranged through the local Mason City IA Enterprise Rental 
Car location using rental code XZ16GX1 - approximately $275/week for midsize (note, no 
insurance is included with this discount code. Renters may wish to purchase incremental 
insurance).  
Transportation to the Enterprise Rental Car location will be provided by the contest 
organizer, although there may be some wait time for transportation. Enterprise Rental Car 
may be reached at https://www.enterprise.com/en/home.html or (641) 423-8300. 

 

3. Rental Aircraft  
 
Potential aircraft rentals have been identified as follows: 
 

- Extra 330SC at $19,000 per pilot (up to 3 pilots). 
- Extra 330SC at $15,000 per pilot (one pilot). 
- Extra 300S+ at $10,000 per pilot (up to 2 pilots). 
- MX-S at $10,000 (up to 2 pilots). 

 
Interested participants may contact Craig Gifford (craig@craiggifford.com) for further 
details. 

 

4. Maps and Arrivals 
 

4.1 Commercial Flights into KMCW 
 
Commercial flights to MCW from Chicago are available on United Airlines. Commercial 
flights to Chicago are available directly from Europe and other international locations. 
Participants arriving at MCW will be met at the arrivals terminal and provided 
transportation to Contest Central, only a few hundred feet away. Please provide your 
arrival information to contact.wac2026@gmail.com. 

 

4.2 Commercial Flights into KMSP 
 
Commercial flights to MSP are available directly from Europe and other international 
locations. CIVA officials arriving at MSP will be transported to MCW by van. Please provide 
your arrival information to contact.wac2026@gmail.com. 
 

https://www.enterprise.com/en/home.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=enterprise+rental+car+mason+city+iowa&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS759US759&oq=enterprise+rental+car+mason+city+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggBEEUYFhgeGDkyCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yDQgFEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgGEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgHEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgIEAAYhgMYgAQYigXSAQg4Mzk0ajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&source=chrome.ob&ie=UTF-8
mailto:contact.wac2026@gmail.com
mailto:contact.wac2026@gmail.com
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Other contest participants arriving MSP will be responsible for making their own travel 
arrangements from MSP to MCW. The drive is approximately 2 hours, completely on a 
major highway. There MAY be opportunities to coordinate rides to MCW with volunteers 
coming from Minneapolis, depending on arrival date. Please contact 
contact.wac2026@gmail.com if you wish to explore whether this may be available. 
 
 

  

 

5. Accommodations and Logistics 
 

5.1 Accommodations 

 
All pilots and official team members, and warm-up pilots, will be lodged at the Best 
Western Holiday Lodge in Clear Lake, Iowa, a short five-minute drive to the Mason City 
airport. Lodging arrangements are included in the entry fee (for participants choosing 
lodging) arriving August 23rd through September 2nd, 2026. 
 
Pilots and team officials wishing to make lodging arrangements before August 23rd or after 
September 2nd,2026 may contact the hotel directly to make arrangements as follows: 

• Call the Best Western directly at: 01-641-357-5253. 
• Say you are with the World Aerobatic Championship. 
• The phone number goes to the front desk, and they will honor the discounted group 

pricing for days before August 23 and after September 2. 
• Use your own credit card to secure extra days. 
• Provide guest information to the desk clerk. (The hotel may have some of their info 

already, because pilot registration information will have been provided.) 

mailto:contact.wac2026@gmail.com
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All CIVA officials will be lodged at the Hampton Inn in Mason City, Iowa. Lodging 
arrangements have been made for each official’s indicated date and arrival time.  

 

5.2 Transportation 

 
Transportation will be provided to all contest participants at scheduled times and 
locations. Contest officials will be transported to the contest via passenger van in time for 
morning briefing each day.  
Contest pilots and team staff will be transported to the morning briefing via passenger van. 
Contest officials will be returned to the hotel in the evening following contest flights via 
passenger van. 
Transportation may be available for contest pilots and team staff throughout the day via 
passenger van; however, the schedule will likely be intermittent.  

 

6. Content for Livestream 
 
The entire championship will be broadcast via livestream. In accordance with CIVA rules, 
flight recordings will not be made available during the championship. After the 
championship, flight recordings will be made available by the organizer. 
 
The organizers hope to fill spaces between flights, during breaks, and between 
programmes with interesting video content. Participants are encouraged to provide 
interviews, team videos, flight videos, sponsor product reviews, and other content to the 
organizers. Any content provided must be edited and provided free of royalty or payment. 
(Add? The Dropbox link?) 

 

7. Official Training Slot Assignment Process 
 
The Official Training period runs from 18th August through 23rd August. The training 
waiver begins at 7:30 am each day and runs through 19:30 each day. Training slots will be 
15 minutes, allowing each competitor to fly one practice slot each day, with schedule 
capacity to accommodate local traffic and airline arrivals.   
If additional training slots are available at the end of the day, they will be assigned one slot 
per team.  A schedule of training slot assignments will be prepared by the Contest 
Organizer and coordinated with Team officials before Official Training. 
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8. Contest Communication / WhatsApp 
 
Most communications during the contest will be distributed on WhatsApp. QR codes for 
the appropriate groups will be available at registration. Pre-contest communications can 
be received by joining the following group: 

 

Certain official contest communications, such as publication of sequences, programme 
results, any protests, etc., will be made available at a designated point in the contest 
offices. 
 

9. Box Orientation and Weather 
 

9.1 Box Orientation 
 
The competition box will be oriented 18/36/09/270. The preferred judging position, if winds 
allow, will be the South judge position, as it is conveniently located to Contest Central, which is 
ideal for team and spectator viewing, and the sun angle will allow use all day.  
However, the prevailing winds in Iowa in late summer are from the South, so East and West 
judging positions may be necessary.  
The East/West/South positions will be prepared for judges and are readily accessible for judges 
and assistants (North position will not be used, as the sun angle prevents it throughout the 
day). The East and West positions are not readily accessible to teams or spectators but can be 
viewed from roads approximately 300 meters behind the judges. 
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9.2 Winds 
 
In Iowa, the winds at 2,000 feet average slightly less than 2 times the surface wind speed and 
shift approximately 30 degrees clockwise. The predominant surface wind direction (shown in 
diagram below) is from the South, and averages 8kt in late August. 
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9.3 Sun Angles 

 
The sun angle models below were provided by Paulo Iscold using his prototype AcroWrx 
software. They depict, from each judge station, the hourly position of the sun - during the hours 
it would be impactful - against a pictorial of the performance box as seen from the judge 
position. In short, if winds allow, a South position can be used all day. If southerly winds 
require, an East judging position will be used in the morning and a West judge position will be 
used in the afternoon. 
 
For the 18/36 orientation: 
 

- The East position is not impacted by sun before 2pm and is unusable afterward. 
- The West position is not useable before noon but is not impacted in the afternoon. 
- The South position is useable all day, never impacted by sun. 
- The North position is never useable - which is ok because it would not be needed. 
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Useable in the morning Useable in the afternoon 
Unusable after 2pm Unusable until afternoon 

 

 
Only useable before 10am Useable the entire day  

 

 
9.4 Other Weather Data 
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Temperatures in Iowa in late Iowa are relatively moderate but can range from chilly to quite 
warm. Bring a jacket but also be prepared for hot days and lots of sunshine. 
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10. Opening and Closing Ceremonies Meals 
 
Participant entry fees include meals at the Opening and Closing Ceremonies. Non-registered 
families and friends can be invited to attend, and tickets can be purchased online until  
August 12.  https://2026wac.com/tickets  
   
       
   
   
                          
   
   
                     Opening Ceremony                                            Closing Ceremony 
                173 Craft Distillery, $25/each                          Surf Ballroom, $50/each 

 
 

11. Contact Information 
 
Please feel free to contact the event organizing staff with questions.  
 

CONTEST DIRECTOR 
Wayne Forbes 

Cell: (720) 253-6080 
E-mail: wac2026CD@gmail.com  

 
ASSISTANT CONTEST DIRECTOR 
Lorrie Penner 
Cell: (513) 284-5076 
E-mail: contact.wac2026@gmail.com   

EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Heidi Forbes 
Cell: (970) 889-6556 
E-mail: wac2026events@gmail.com   

 

 
REGISTRAR   
MaryBeth Rudd  
Cell: (850) 766-3160 
E-mail: wac26registrar@gmail.com  

TREASURER 
Craig Gifford 
Cell: (952) 681-0066 
E-mail: craig@craiggifford.com  

 
 
  

 

https://2026wac.com/tickets
https://square.link/u/EiZd3JqD
https://square.link/u/EiZd3JqD
https://square.link/u/qv1HoBp8
mailto:wac2026CD@gmail.com
mailto:contact.wac2026@gmail.com
mailto:wac2026events@gmail.com
mailto:wac26registrar@gmail.com
mailto:craig@craiggifford.com

